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Key Dates

Dear families

2019 Curriculum Days
Mon 24 June
Mon 4 November
Thurs 19 December

Our 2020 Year 7 information evening was held last evening. We had strong support from our current families and
the local community. We filled the open space in the middle year’s community and eventually ran out of chairs, it
was standing room only. 2020, Year 7 enrolment requests will be circulated by primary schools on the 23 rd April.
Offers will be sent out in August. It was a memorable evening and the largest show of support we have
experienced from families within the local Altona area. This is your local secondary school and we look forward to
working with our community to ensure it stands as a school of choice in Altona.

5/6 Sports
Friday’s 9 –11am
29 March Sports Finals
Athletics Carnival Y5-10
Wed 27 March
Yr 5 –10 Interim Reports
Monday 1 April
Y 5-10 Parent teacher
Interviews (TBC)
Wed 3 April
WMR Swimming
Thurs 4 April
P-6 Assembly
Thurs 4 April 2.30pm
Casual Dress Day &
Sausage Sizzle
Friday 5th April
End of term assembly
Friday 5 April 1.15pm
Last day term 1
Friday 5 April 2.15pm finish
Easter Monday
Public Holiday
Monday 22nd April

We have worked tirelessly over the past 8 months to begin the journey into the later years with year 10 underway
and we are well on track for 2020. We have modified buildings for learning spaces, commenced the installation of an
Apple lab VISCOM studio, signed off on improvements to the gym which will provide another learning space on the
mezzanine and reduce noise. We have $4.7m promised in the May budget. We will then formalise a master plan for
the P – 12 facility and begin addressing additional facilities to meet our community vision. We have been visiting
many other senior education providers. We have already linked into the VET cluster to ensure alternative pathways
for our students.
May I take this opportunity to thank the staff who set up interactive displays, spoke to parents and students and
shared their passion for our growing secondary school. They show continued professionalism, excellence and
dedication. It is their motivation in the classroom that will help to create a college that is bright with embraced opportunities.
ELEVATE – High Achievers Program year 7 2020
Next year we will be launching our new ELEVATE program in Year 7 enabling students to access a high achievers
program in their local neighbourhood. In this program, students will have access to fewer teachers, for longer periods of time. Our experienced and innovative staff will support students to engage in deep, complex learning experiences across multiple aspects of the Victorian Curriculum. Immersed in studies of deep learning, Elevate students
will be challenged to use deep and logical thinking to solve problems focused on key global issues and contexts.
Elevate students will play an active role in developing their capacity to learn, consistently obtaining and evaluating
evidence of their learning growth. In conjunction with their teachers, students will shape future learning tasks and
seek and accept feedback offered by their peers and
teachers.
The unique structure of our Elevate program provides accelerated pathways for students as they seek continued
success in future education and training endeavours. The integration of Elevate units enables students to develop
creativity and to find innovative solutions to problems. The Elevate students will be proficient users of technology as
they capture, create and communicate their knowledge and ideas to others. Active and informed, our Elevate
students seek to have a positive impact on their peers and local and global community.
Key Information: Elevate - Year 7's from 2020

First day term 2
Tuesday 23rd April 9am

Elevate information evening: Wednesday 3rd April 2019 – 6.00pm at Altona College
Elevate entrance exam: Saturday 25th May, 2019 – 9.00 am at Altona College

College Anzac day service
Wednesday April 24th 11am

Students interested in the program MUST enrol via the college website with EDUTEST.

Anzac Day public holiday
Thursday 25th April

ANNUAL REPORT 2018 – College Council Annual Reporting Meeting May 7th @ 5:30pm
The annual report for 2018 was approved at our College Council meeting on 19th March. Parents are able to request
a copy. It will be placed on the website and internet in May. The annual reporting meeting will be held at 5:00pm on

May 7th prior to the commencement of the next college council meeting.

COLLEGE COUNCIL 2019
Our college council met on Tuesday 19th March with the annual election of Office Bearers. I wish to congratulate and
thank the following college councilors for 2019. It will be a big year for the council with the development of a master
plan, our VCE program and building our new P – 12 community.
College Council President:
Con Alexopoulos
College Council Vice President:
Marcus Galbraith
Secretary:
Wendy Jennings
Treasurer:
Marcus Galbraith
Parent Representatives:
Annette McQuarrie (Kearton)
Grant McKell – Leader Buildings and Grounds sub-committee
Catherine Darby – Leader Fundraising Sub-committee
DET Representatives:
Mathew Kelly
Amanda Elmer – Leader Policy Sub-committee
Co-Opted Member:
Michelle Belli (Altona Early Years)
Principal
Julie Krause
END OF TERM 1
Term 1 concludes on Friday, 5th April at 2:15pm. We will hold our whole college celebration assembly at 1:15 pm on
that date in the gymnasium.

Altona College,
103a Grieve Parade,
Altona 3018.
Private Bag 9, Altona 3018.
T: (03) 9250.8050

Julie Krause
Principal

Assistant
Principal
Reports
Kitchen
Garden
Year 7 Information Evening
Wow! I don’t have another expression to describe our Year 7, 2020 information evening. Over 180 people attended with keen
interest, well over 75% of them from our local Altona College, Altona Primary and Seaholme Primary Schools. Things are looking
very promising for the continued growth of Altona College. People are certainly starting to notice the tireless work that is being
done to continuously improve our school. I was so pleased to see so many of our own families attending the evening to learn
more about how our team will continue their child’s learning
journey.
A special mention must be made for the students and staff who stayed back late to ensure we had a showcase
available to our visitors. I sincerely thank everyone who helped pull the night together and even cater for the huge influx of people that made last minute registrations. It seems that next year we will be looking for a larger venue to host in! Over the coming
weeks, secondary school preferences will be required and we will provide the appropriate paperwork as it becomes available.
Year 8-10 camps
On Tuesday evening our school council discussed some new camps to be added to the calendar this year. Although there are a
few minor details to finalise, I can confirm information to assist families in preparing for these exciting opportunities.
Year 8 camp: The Summit camp will run in late November for Year 8. This will be an adventure based camp with a heavy
emphasis on the challenge by choice philosophy. Cost will be kept below $380 all inclusive.
Snow camp: Running mid-September for years 9 & 10, a limit of 40 places are available for a 2 day, 2 night downhill ski or
snowboard experience. As many of you would be aware, a family trip to the snow can cost more than a full family holiday so we are working hard to make the experience accessible. Students will get a 2 day lift pass to Mt. Buller, resort
entry, a 2 hour lesson each day, equipment and clothing hire as well as meals and 2 nights accommodation. This experience will be kept below $600.
Mittagundi: Although this is not a school camp as such, this experience will be available to year 9-10 students in groups of
no more than 3 students at a time. This is a 10 day experience including 4 days of hiking through the Victorian high
country as well as an extended stay in a pioneer style farm. No power, bake your bread for toast in the morning, milk
the cow for milk on your cereal! This is an incredible opportunity for students who are resilient enough to step way out
of their comfort zone for a real adventure. Priced at around $450, this is a unique experience for a limited number of
students.
Remember that CSEF is available for eligible families. Further information will be provided early in term 2.

Nathan Guthridge.
Assistant Principal

Dear families,
Another very busy fortnight for our college. We welcomed two new students into our primary classes and true to
form, our students stepped up to support them immediately. That is what we have come to expect, and it makes us
extremely proud when we see it happen without teacher involvement. Congratulations to those involved, what a
great way to demonstrate our school values all in one.
Throughout term 1, one of our challenges have been to tone down the level of physicality in student play. As you will
be aware, rough play can lead to injury and even escalate into something more serious. We continue to remind our
students that ‘hands off’ is the rule. It is a work in progress of course. We are so fortunate to have amazing open
play spaces so please speak with your child about how to ensure this occurs safely.
I’d like to take this opportunity to remind parents about the importance of our students wearing correct school
uniform. We have noticed an increase in multi coloured socks and bright head wear being worn. We are very strict
on our secondary students on their uniform and we need to develop good habits early on, particularly as the college
is growing. Please ensure your child is wearing standard uniform items only.
Just like the students, our teachers have been learning. As a team, the Year 3-6 teachers have been working on
developing guided reading practices that explicitly target the needs of our students. On Wednesday, Mr Trambulo
conducted a small group guided reading lesson that was planned by the team, and observed by his colleagues. They
will provide feedback on its effectiveness through the eyes of the student and the lesson will be improved as result.
Just an example of how we aim for continual improvement.
A gentle reminder to families to ensure that your child gets to read with you at home. Their reading diary needs to
be signed by a parent/guardian in order for it to contribute towards the Star Reader program.
Have a great weekend.
Mat Kelly
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Instrumental lessons

Dear families and friends of the Music Department,
Thank you for the wonderful response to the expression of interest email that was sent out in week
three.
We have filled all vacancies for Violin, Viola, Cello
and Drums, but still have several spaces in saxophone and one space each in Flute, Clarinet, Baritone, Trombone and Trumpet.
Additionally, although we do not currently offer guitar or ukulele, we have had some people choose
these instruments, so if there is anyone else interested in these instruments, please let me know.
Once we have enough people on the waiting list we
will look for a teacher to come in.
If you cannot find your email please email me on
foreman.juanita.j@edumail.vic.edu.au
Happy music making!
Kind Regards,
Juanita Foreman
Altona College Performing Arts Coordinator
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Year 5A with fruit grown in the kitchen garden.

Sausage Sizzle and Casual Dress Day
Friday 5th April
Gold coin donation for casual dress
Sausages $2.50 (with or without onion)
Vegetarian sausages $3.50 (with or without onion)
Soft drink $1.50
Halal available
Order forms available at the office
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Prep news
Year Prep is learning about
healthy eating and made fruit
sticks. They also spent some time
with secondary Science and
Robotics teacher, Mrs Smith,
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7A Anti Bullying pledge

Altona Early Years Hub Supported Playgroup
The Playgroup runs on Thursdays from 10.00am-12.00pm at the Altona Early
years Hub and is Facilitated by an Early Childhood professional.
To be eligible families must have a child aged from birth to 5 years and hold a
Health Care Card or equivalent.
Families can contact playgroups@hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au
or call 99321613 for more information or to enrol.

Kitchen Garden

The Royal Children’s Hospital Good Friday appeal is fast approaching. To support the cause, Altona
College has decided that we will be fundraising to raise money toward the appeal.
Over 45,000 children were admitted to The Royal Children’s Hospital last year and over 90,000
children were treated in emergency. Additionally 255,000 children are treated at the hospital’s
specialist clinics.

All children deserve nothing less than the lifesaving care and ground breaking research taking place
at The Royal Children’s Hospital. Your support helps the hospital deliver the best possible care to
patients and their families.
We are asking families to donate Easter goods to contribute to our Easter raffle by Friday 29th March
2019. The raffle will be drawn at the end of term whole school assembly on Friday April 5th at
1.15pm. Donations can be left at the Office.

Congratulations to the Year 8
Boys Volleyball team
School Sports Victoria
Western metro region
Premiers

Prescription Glasses
We’ve all got that 3rd drawer by the bed that has 37 old pairs of glasses, just in case! … at
least I do. Well, why not put them to good use. The Rotary Club of Laverton Point Cook will
be feeding in to Lions efforts to re-task these old glasses for another life. This collection will
be ongoing so if you have any old prescription glasses, bring them to the office and Ms
Krause will hand onto her Rotary Club.

Newspaper Donations Wanted
Our Art and Science departments are in urgent need of newspapers.
We need newspaper for painting, papier mache, collage, printmaking and any number of cleanups.
All donations would be greatly appreciated!

Kitchen Garden

Now available at the canteen.

$1
Available in apple, apple &
blackcurrant, tropical and
wildberry
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