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Key Dates
2019 Curriculum Days
Mon 24 June
Mon 4 November
Thurs 19 December

5/6 Sports
Friday’s 9 –11am
15 March
22 March
29 March Sports Finals

Dear families
What a beautiful week of autumn weather we have experienced after the extreme heat last
week! We had numerous students and staff attend extra-curricular activities last week which
they embraced with gusto, despite the heat! These excursions and activities truly
complement the leaning that happens in the classroom on a daily basis. I congratulate the
following groups of students along with the teaching and support staff.




Labour Day Public Holiday
Monday 11 March
7A National Gallery Victoria
Tuesday 12th March
Year 8 Volleyball
Fri 15 March
SSV Lawn Bowls
Mon 18 March
Y7—10 District Swimming
Tues 19 March
School Council meeting
Tues 19 March 5.30
Year 7 Volleyball
Thurs 21 March
P-6 Assembly
Thurs 22 March 2.30pm
2020 Year 7
Information evening &
tour
Thurs 21 March 5.30pm
Athletics Carnival Y5-10
Wed 27 March
Yr 5 –10 Interim Reports
Monday 1 April
Y 5-10 Parent teacher
Interviews (TBC)
Wed 3 April
WMR Swimming
Thurs 4 April
P-6 Assembly
Thurs 4 April 2.30pm
End of term assembly
Friday 5 April 1.15pm
Last day term 1
Friday 5 April 2.15pm finish




The Year 7 Echuca campers along with Ms CJ, Mr Guthridge, Mr Barker, Ms Gill and
Joshua Salfate.
Students from Years 8, 9 and 10 who attended the 2019 Avalon Air Show with gusto
to learn about the integration of STEM.
The Year 10s who headed to the Melbourne Museum to investigate Rights and
Freedoms through the Nelson Mandela Exhibition.
Our Year 5 and 6 Summer Sport students.
Our Year 9 and 10 Volleyball students.

I congratulate them all for the way they managed in the heat, quietly sitting in the shade,
chatting and relaxing during breaks or simply maintaining hydration and being sun smart
when outside the college. This week our students have been out and about enjoying the
sunshine during breaks and undertaking sporting activities. We now look forward to the last
4 weeks of the term as the days become shorter and cooler.
This week members of the Principal Class are attending the Hobson’s Bay Network Principal
Conference. Mr McGee, Mrs Elmer and Mrs Giles have maintained the smooth running of the
school during our absence and I thank them for their efforts. Our focus has been student
voice, choice and agency. Our discussions have been driven by research using the
conversations we have had with our students over the past fortnight. We have so much to
learn if we truly listen to our students as we move forward as a Prep to Year 12 College.
Mr Guthridge has also provided information in this newsletter on the PIVOT surveys our
students have undertaken to enable them to provide feedback to their teachers.
Last week our primary staff participated in a full day professional learning activity with a
specific focus on reading. Classes were supported by leading teachers, principal class and
relief staff. You may have noticed that your child’s regular teacher was not in the classroom.
The day was facilitated by an external provider with teachers unpacking the Fountas and
Pinnell assessment program to ensure we complete a deep analysis of student
comprehension. Our focus in the primary years is on students delving deeper into their
reading using the skills of interpretation, analysis, synthesis and evaluation. At Altona College
we are all learners and we commit to the best possible learning for our staff within our PLC’s.
Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) are an approach to school improvement where
groups of teachers work collaboratively at the school level to improve student outcomes
using data and research based practices. We truly are focusing on the right work here at the
college.
Please take the time to regularly remind your child/ren about safety, especially when going
to and from school. This week one of our primary students took control of an uncomfortable
situation by immediately reporting the issue. We advise that, wherever possible, children
should travel to or from school with their friends, rather than travel alone.
Monday is a public holiday and students do not attend school. Labour Day is an annual public
holiday that celebrates the eight-hour working day, a victory for workers in the mid-late 19th
century. The argument for the eight-hour day was based on the need for each person to
have eight hours labour, eight hours recreation and eight hours rest. I hope all families enjoy
the extra time out this weekend.
There are many extracurricular activities coming up in the next few weeks. These are listed
on the COMPASS calendar. It will no doubt be a very busy end to the school term.
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Dear families,
Our primary teachers are working hard to ensure that the teaching occurring in classrooms is targeted to the
needs of the students. Some recent assessments have enabled us to outline some specific areas that we can
focus our attention. We have an unwavering approach to improving the learning growth in the area of reading.
Whilst the teaching is targeted in the classroom, we really encourage support from families, and ask that they
take a real interest in their child’s home reading.
Some simple things you can do as a parent or guardian are:

Set the routine for child’s home reading and stick to it.

If your child is a very early reader, focus on the initial letters and sounds of simple words.

Ask “what else starts with A” - apple, ant etc.

Ask “what rhymes with cat? - mat, flat etc..

Encourage them to point the words with their own finger, to pace their reading accordingly.

Ask your child to predict what the story might be about by looking at the front cover.

If they’ve read the book before, ask them to tell you the story using their own words first.

Discuss the illustrations, the facial expressions of characters and any interesting punctuation such as

quotation marks, commas and full-stops.

Ask lots of open questions about facets of the text. These require the child to think more deeply about the
plot, the characters or the authors intention or perspective.
Give some of these hints and tips a try and be sure to sign off on your child’s home reading diary. You will find
that your child really enjoys telling you all about their text/texts and the benefits are very rewarding.
Mathew Kelly
Assistant Principal P-6

Another exciting fortnight has flown by! I was privileged to join the year 7 cohort on their camp to Billabong
Ranch last week and enjoyed getting to know more of our students. Although short, a great deal was achieved
during the 3 day program. Minigolf, trampolines, horse riding, orienteering, commando courses and bush first aid
were all great to watch. Although the extreme heat made conditions challenging, I was pleased with the
resilience our students showed as they persevered and embraced each opportunity. Perhaps more pleasing was
the comradery that developed amongst the cohort, with new friendships forming and existing bonds
strengthening.
I am also pleased to report that we have seen a dramatic improvement in the yard which I hope will continue.
We will remain vigilant as a staff and continue to monitor the environment, however the College appears to be
much calmer at present. I was also very appreciative of the amount of parents who spoke out in support of our
decision to openly communicate and act upon our concerns around behaviour in the early stages of the year.
Working together, we have had a number of very positive conversations with students and families in efforts to
better understand the unique learning, social and emotional needs of each individual. Our teachers will continue
to make various modifications to personalise learning and we are now seeing an even higher work output from
many students. I hope this can continue and look forward to seeing the great results that come from open,
honest, supportive conversation between parents, teachers and students.
In line with our emphasis on meaningful conversation about learning, we are also excited to launch our Pivot
Professional Learning program next week. This will give students the opportunity to evaluate their teachers
performance in specific classes, across a range of criteria. Students will remain anonymous within their class and
teachers will receive immediate feedback about what they are doing well and what students would like to see
change in their teaching. We will then commit to ongoing, professional reflection and learning within our
teaching teams. Ultimately, this means that the learning and research that our teachers undertake, will be
directly informed by what the students tell us they experience in the classrooms – not what we think, but what
they think. We are all a community of learners and if we are going to strive for continuous growth from our
students, we as teachers and parents must also model our ability to continuously reflect, learn and improve
ourselves. We will continue this focus on providing students with opportunities to inform the way our school
grows and changes and I personally can’t wait to see what we can learn from them.
I hope everyone has a great long weekend and takes the chance to recharge before we push ahead to Easter.
Warm Regards,
Nathan Guthridge
Assistant Principal
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Students have worked with energy and
enthusiasm this term to produce work that shows
their understanding of how to respond to artist’s
work and how to handle different media. Below
is a sample of work from year 7, 9, 1, 2 and Prep
students.
Many works are included in the school Instagram
account which can be found at
@altona_college_visual_arts
Ms Liza Birch
Visual Arts Coordinator
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St John Ambulance Victoria visited our school on Thursday March 7th to deliver their free
First Aid in Schools Program to our students. The program has taken an innovative
approach to ensure all First Aid lessons are a fun and interactive experience for students of
all learning capabilities. Trained St John presenters lead students from Prep to year 4
through tailored sessions on the importance of First Aid and what to do in the event of a
medical emergency. Our junior students learned about how to identify when there is an
emergency, keeping themselves safe, and how to call for an ambulance.

The Early Years put their First
Aid skills to the test with Jenny
from St Johns Ambulance. They
explored the first aid response
system of DRSABCD and had a
go of putting a person into the
recovery position. Jenny
showed a great app that can be
used to practice what to do
when you find someone in
need of first aid. The students
really enjoyed their learning
and feel confident they can
manage a situation requiring
first aid.
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Kitchen Garden 4A

By Zeidan and Abdul Ali
Do you like cooking? Or food? Well, come to Altona College kitchen
garden for great new experiences, hobbies, and more! Cooking can
help with your future and present!
Sometimes people such as grandparents, parents, aunties, uncles, and
siblings could one day retire. So if you learn how to cook, you can
cook for your family members. In fact, you can help anyone that
retires!
This week, 4A made Zucchini pasta. A spaghetti that is actually made
by zucchini! 4A’s cooking teacher, Miss Lal, showed us some new
equipment, a spiralizer! To make the zucchini into the shape of pasta.
You can use a spiralizer with other vegetables such as carrots, winter
squash, beetroot, and sweet potato!
Altona college kitchen garden encourages kids to eat more healthy
food by mixing recipes and getting the kids to chop, grate and
spiralize! (Being supervised by an adult). It is lots of fun and we wish
we could do it every week!
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On the 27th and 28th of February, a handful of selected
students from the years 8 to 10 had the opportunity to
witness the Airshow at the Avalon airport. The experience
was magnificent and our fellow peers got to visit different
attractions that included military artillery and devices such
as firearms, the colossal
Howitzer cannon, vehicles, and of course, the main source
of amusement was the stunning aircraft. Ranging from
miniscule to monolithic, were aeroplanes and helicopters.
During the time we were at the Airshow, we learned various
facts, such as teenagers at the age of 13 can program robots for use by the national
government. Students were free to wander around the convention and were able to find familiar things like Sphereos,
an activity that was brought to our school last year. We
were also able to take home different types of items from
the Airshow such as a USB, fidget cubes, magazines about
science and M&Ms for completing different tasks. As we re-
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CYBER SAFETY INFORMATION EVENING
Cyber safety is an ongoing and growing concern for all schools
and their stakeholders. Hoppers Crossing Secondary College
will be hosting an evening with Susan McLean, one of Australia’s foremost experts in the area of cyber safety.
7pm Tuesday 26th March
Hoppers Crossing Secondary College
2 Fraser Street,
Hoppers Crossing, 3029
Telephone: 03 9974 7777
The invitation is open to our community, including all interested staff, parents and guardians at Altona College.

Can $500 help with
school expenses?
Back to school can be an expensive time for many families. The
Smith Family and ANZ run a program called Saver Plus, a program
that teaches people good savings and money management
tools. Eligible families save $50 / month over ten months and
attend a short money management workshop in the local area. At
the end of the program, ANZ provides $500 funding for school and
extracurricular expenses. The program has been running for 16
years and has many fantastic outcomes, including helping and
encouraging parents to talk to their children about money from a
young age – as early as preschool and primary school, right
through the high school years. When parents role model good
money behaviours and have open conversations about the
household budget, this helps children be better equipped to
manage their money as they grow, and can help establish good
money habits for life.
To be eligible, you must have children at school or studying
yourself, have regular income (either your or your partner) and
have a current Health Care card or concession card.
Our local co-ordinator is Tina McElligott 0439 585 702.
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Science Talent Search – Destination Moon: more missions, more science.
The Science Talent Search has 3 main aims.






To stimulate an ongoing interest in the study of sciences by:
encouraging independent self-motivated project work amongst students of science;
giving students the opportunity to communicate their achievements to a wider audience;
according recognition of effort and achievement in a scientific enterprise.
To promote the direct involvement of the students in the processes of science and its communication.
To give the public at large an opportunity to see the quality of work being achieved in science,
by both primary and post primary students.
The Science Teachers’ Association of Victoria Inc. invites all students to enter this year’s Science Talent
Search. You may enter as an individual or as part of a group of two (2).
The sections available are:
Experimental Research
Creative Writing
Working Models
Inventions
Games
Computer Programs
Posters - Scientific Wallcharts
Science Photography
The Science Talent Search is open to all students from Foundation to Year 12.
For more information visit http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts/.
Anyone who is interested in entering should speak with Mrs Smith.
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